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PROCEDURE STATEMENT 
 

Clear, specific procedures shall be implemented to protect patients, staff, students, and visitors in the case of a 
severe storm and/or a tornado watch or warning. 
 

PURPOSE OF PROCEDURE 
 

To provide guidelines for actions to be taken in the event of a tornado watch and/or tornado warning. 
 
Definitions 
 
Tornado Watch as defined by the National Weather Service –  defines an area where tornadoes are possible in the 
next several hours.  In a watch you need to be alert and be prepared to go to safe shelter if tornadoes do happen or a 
warning is issued. 
 
Tornado Warning as defined by the National Weather Service – a tornado has been spotted or that Doppler 
radar indicates a thunderstorm circulation which can spawn a tornado. When a tornado warning is issued for your 
town or county take immediate safety precautions. 
 

PROCEDURE 
 

Switchboard 
 

HSC Security will monitor weather conditions from the National Weather Service utilizing the weather radio located in 
received that a tornado has been sighted, HSC Security shall notify the following: 

 

The switchboard operator on the Health Science Campus (HSC), who will issue a HSC campus-wide mass 
notification to all HSC buildings.  The switchboard operators will also call the HSC departments or buildings listed 
below:   
 

Early Learning Center .................................................. 419-530-6710 
 
 

Code Gray Watch or Warning shall be announced and cancelled based on information from the National Weather 
Service (via weather radio). Upon notification of a tornado warning a UT Alert message will be disseminated.  During 
the emergency on the HSC, the Administrative Coordinator shall be in charge of Emergency Response Procedures 
until relieved by the Administrator On Call or other appropriate incident command staff. 

 
HSC CODES 

 

Code Grey Watch will be announced by the switchboard operator when a local tornado WATCH has been issued by 
the National Weather Service. The announcement of a Code Gray Watch is made to inform all personnel that a 
potentially serious weather emergency exists.  Normal movement of patients can still occur during a Code Grey 
watch.  During a watch staff may wish to close curtains. All personnel should be prepared to institute emergency 
procedures should a Code Gray warning be announced. 
 



Code Grey Warning shall be announced by the switchboard operator when a tornado WARNING has been issued 
for the local area by the National Weather Service. Code Grey warnings may also be initiated when Lucas County 
activates the emergency warning system and/or when severe storms produce winds in excess of 80 mph and/or golf 
ball size hail. In addition to the overhead announcement, a UT alert will automatically be disseminated through the 
Rave Guardian app. 
 
The Administrative Coordinator and Administrator On Call shall  be notified after hours. All persons involved in direct 
patient care and/or duties essential to the operation of the Hospital shall return to their unit or department for 
assignment.   Patients who have been transported off their home floors for testing or therapies shall be sheltered in 
the safest location in that area.   
 
Transporters should not attempt to return to floors during a Code Grey warning.  When a Code Gray warning is 
announced, patients will be placed in the safest possible place in accordance with their medical condition and unit.  
Patients are sheltered in place on their units whenever feasible.  Ambulatory patients and patients in wheelchairs 
shall be placed in the bathrooms of their rooms if space is available.  Semi-private rooms due to space restraints may 
require the placement of additional patients in internal hallway corridors.  Doors to bathrooms may be left partially 
open to minimize anxiety.   Bedfast patients will be placed in the flat position, as tolerated.  Draw curtains and shades 





EVALUATION 
 

After each activation of this procedure, a detailed critique should be made and a report sent to the UT Safety & 
Health Committee as soon as is feasible.  This critique should include those people who were involved in decision-
making and implementation of the procedure, along with verification of all applicable telephone numbers and the 
contents of the policy. 
 
Source: Safety & Health Committee Effective Date:  6/30/90 
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